
School Funding in the Vale 

Parents received a letter from the Vale Council within the 

last month about school funding. The Vale claimed that 

schools across the authority are being chronically under-

funded and laying the blame squarely at the door of the 

Welsh Government. The Vale Council Leadership has 

never approached me on this issue before sending out a 

highly unusual letter to parents.  

I am incredibly disappointed with the leadership of the 

Vale council. This is an obvious exercise in blame shift-

ing. There are two particular aspects to this. One is the 

challenge for local government, making choices about 

their own resources. This includes making choices about 

how much money they choose to spend on schools. The 

second is more political. The Vale of Glamorgan council 

is now led by a Conservative administration. The Con-

servative party has spent three successive general elec-

tions campaigning for a policy of UK wide austerity. The 

inevitable consequence of Conservative choices to im-

pose austerity across the UK is that there is less money 

for public services. There is a real squeeze on every sin-

gle public service. It is simply not acceptable for elected 

representatives who have campaigned for austerity in 

three successive general elections to then complain 

about the inevitable consequences of austerity. More 

than that it is completely unacceptable for those same 

people to claim that anybody else is responsible for their 

choice.  

What constituents may not be aware of is that the Vale 

council has had responses from both the Education Sec-

retary and the Local Government Secretary. As a matter 

of fact the Vale is not the lowest funded authority when it 

comes to the school settlement. In the core settlement 

for schools, the Vale are ahead of Carmarthenshire, 

Newport, Flintshire, Swansea, Newport and Caerphilly. 

Local Government have had the opportunity to review  

 

the funding formula with the Welsh Government, how-

ever they have chosen not to do so. The Welsh Gov-

ernment cannot be held responsible for the local au-

thority family not agreeing to review the way that fund-

ing formulas work. What the Leader of the Vale did not 

say is that he has not raised this issue with the Educa-

tion Secretary of the Local Government Secretary. He 

chose instead to write to parents.  

It is also incredibly disappointing that the Vale Council 

have not sought to bid for grants available for schools 

funding that was set out clearly in the Education Secre-

tary’s response. I am disappointed that my constituents 

have not been told the full truth about these matters by 

the Vale administration.  

BAFTA Award Winner Rungano Nyoni  

Visits the Senedd  

I  recently had the privilege of meeting BAFTA win-

ner Rungano Nyoni in the Senedd. Rungano is the 

writer and director of the film "I Am Not a Witch". The 

film "I Am Not a Witch", which was set in Zambia 

was nominated for and won the Outstanding Debut 

By a British Writer, Director or Producer at this year's 

BAFTAs. Last year it won three British Independent 

Film Awards, including Best Director. Before making 

her feature debut, 

Rungano made sev-

eral short films, in-

cluding BAFTA Cym-

ru winner The List. I 

am very proud of 

Rungano's continu-

ing success. I look 

forward to celebrat-

ing her success and showcasing the film in the As-

sembly.  

 



New Measures to Tackle Leasehold Concerns  

At the beginning of the month the Labour - led Welsh 

Government announced a range of action to help tack-

le leasehold concerns. The package of measures in-

cludes:  

 New criteria will require a developed to present a 

genuine reason for a house to be marketed as 

leasehold 

 Leasehold contracts will have to meet minimum 

standards, including limiting the starting ground 

rent to a maximum of 0.1% of the property’s sale 

value 

 Leasehold agreements will have to run for a mini-

mum of 125 years for flats and 250 years for  

houses. 

Where leasehold is already the tenure, the Welsh 

Government will be setting up a new group to recom-

mend reforms to the system. A Code of Practice will  

be put into place to underpin these measure, improve 

standards and promote best practice.  

Wales’ First Purple Plaque Unveiled 

I was honoured to attend the unveiling of Wales’ 

first ever Purple Plaque. The plaques are de-

signed to celebrate the achievements of remarka-

ble women in Wales. 

The plaque is dedicat-

ed to the memory of 

former AM and my for-

mer employer Val Feld. 

It is the first in a series 

of hundreds planned over the coming years. Like 

Val, I am proud to be part of a legislature that has 

a strong record on women’s representation and 

one that is leading the way on equal rights.  

 

Get in touch... 
If you have any issues or need any advice contact me on 

Vaughan.Gething@assembly.wales 

0300 200 7150 

@vaughangething 

Vaughan Gething - Assembly  

Vaughangething.wales 

 Vaughan Gething AM  
Working Hard for Cardiff South and Penarth 

National Black Youth Forum 

I recently attended and spoke at the launch of the first 

National Black Youth Forum in the WMC. I spoke about 

the need to make the Assembly more representative of 

our communities. I had the pleasure of listening to the 

inspirational Hilary Brown speak on positive black role 

models.  

Oasis Splott – Items Needed 

During my recent visit to Oasis in Splott I met with 

volunteers sorting through donations of clothes. 

The Charity does a fantastic job in supporting ref-

uges and asylum seekers. They are icurrently 

short of the following items:  

 Suitcases 

 Mens clothing in Small and Medium sizes 

 New boxers in Small and Medium sizes 

 Mens shoes 

 Toiletries for all 

If you are able to help I am sure it will be greatly 

appreciated.  


