
Due to the elections it has been a while since 

we last met and therefore since I last 

produced one of these reports. This edition 

briefly covers my activity from April until now. 

Local Elections 

The local elections on 4 May saw a fantastic 

night of results for Labour in Cardiff South and 

Penarth. In Cardiff South the number of 

Labour candidates increased from 12 to 15. 

Labour candidates won every seat in the 

Cardiff end of the constituency.  

Congratulations to our very own Huw Thomas 

who was appointed Leader of Cardiff Council. 

In Penarth, Labour candidates won 6 out of 7 

seats and held on to their 12 Labour 

councillors on the Town Council .  

I am proud of the hard work and commitment 

shown by candidates and activists. The hard 

work of the campaign was well worth it.  

Going into the election we had local 

manifestos reflecting the priorities of local 

people, set by local people. While I was out 

and about during the campaign many people 

said at times in very colourful language that 

they felt angry and betrayed by the UK 

Government. However the results were not 

simply about sending a message to the UK 

Government but showed real support for what 

we are doing in the  

Assembly. It is important that we celebrate 

what we have achieved but recognise the 

scale of our challenge with continued UK 

Government cuts and austerity. I look forward 

to working closely with Councillors in the 

coming months to serve the people of Cardiff 

South and Penarth.  

General Elections 

Celebrations were relatively short-lived as 

many activists returned to the streets to knock 

doors, just days after the local elections taking 

place. The hard work of our activists, agent 

and candidate was clearly recognised on 

polling day where Stephen was returned as 

the Member of Parliament with a clear 

majority. Again it was the hard work of our 

candidate, activists and our Welsh Labour 

record which secured this success. 
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Education 

Lots has been going across in recent months 

in terms of education across the constituency 

and Wales continuously improving. I recently 

visited Tremorfa Nursery to meet staff and 

pupils to discuss all the fantastic work they 

are doing, particularly with parental 

engagement. I also joined pupils from 

Moorland Primary School on a tour of Viridor, 

where we witnessed waste arrive, be stored 

and subsequently transformed into energy in 

the furnace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also welcomed the Welsh Government 

announcement that £3.9 million had been 

awarded to Cardiff Council to build a new 

Welsh Medium Primary School in Splott.  

Cardiff & The Vale College 

I met with the Leadership team at CAVC to 

discuss their progress and also their links 

with the local communities. I am pleased to 

say that they were very open to ideas shared 

and are looking to engage more with the 

communities where they are based. 

I also visited the college the launch of their 

Apprenticeship recruitment for the Exchange 

Hotel, where they were offering training 

opportunities in catering, events, accounts 

and customer service. These apprenticeships 

are in addition to the ones already provided 

by the Exchange Hotel during the building 

phase. 

Opening of the Exchange Hotel 

It was a pleasure to attend the official 

opening event of the Exchange Hotel, and 

speak after the newly elected Leader of 

Cardiff Council, Councillor Huw Thomas. 

It is good to see commercial life brought 

back to such an historic building. I am 

especially pleased to see the restated 

commitment that the Exchange Hotel will 

host the Butetown History and Arts 

collection - credit to Gaynor Legall for 

maintaining the relationship to allow the 

archive to have a home in Butetown.  
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UEFA Champions League Final 

The UEFA champions league final was a 

fantastic showcase for our city and Wales. 

The City put an excellent event for both the 

Men and Women’s Champion’s League 

Finals, as well as their Festival of Football in 

Cardiff Bay with the floating pitch and Game 

of Legends. It was particularly special to 

witness over 1600 women take part at the 

event in Llanrumney, including Cardiff 

Bluebelles and Sully Sports, as well as the 

UEFA Legacy Pitch donated to Grangetown. 

I'm tremendously proud of the show that we 

have put on.   

Community Events 

The Summer Festival season has sprung into 

action with various events engaging with local 

communities across the constituency. I has 

the pleasure of visiting ‘Rumney Beach’, the 

Penarth Picnic and most recently the 

Llandough Fete. With lots of food, fun and 

games, it’s been great to get around with Mrs 

G and Junior G to speak to constituents and 

also catch up with local Councillors. I am 

looking forward to attending more events in 

the Summer, particularly the end of year 

school Fetes and hope to see as many of you 

there as possible. 

Recognising Lifetime Achievements 

Just after the local elections I had the 

privilege of speaking of the efforts of two 

amazing women at the Ethnic Minority Welsh 

Women's Achievement Association Awards 

Ceremony at City Hall.  

Firstly I spoke of the late Angela Kwok, a truly 

inspiring lady who until her passing was still 

thinking of others and speaking of the pride 

she had in her children. Secondly, I spoke of 

the contribution made by Gaynor Legall to 

ethnic minority women and communities 

through her hard work, presenting her with a 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

We must remember that it is women like 

Angela and Gaynor, as well as many others, 

who paved the way for the next generation of 

ethnic minority men and women to live 

successful lives.  

 

Cardiff South and Penarth 

Monthly Report 

 Butetown. Cogan. Grangetown. Llandough. Llanrumney. Penarth. Rumney. Splott. St.Mellons. Sully. Tremorfa. Trowbridge 

 


