
It’s been a busy, but rewarding couple of 

months for me working as your Assembly 

Member. 

Over the last couple of months I have con-

tinued to represent you in the Assembly 

and taken part in a wide range of commu-

nity events. I hope what follows in this re-

port will give you a taste of what I’ve been 

doing as your local AM for the last few 

months. 

Schools  

One of my favourite parts of my job, as your 

Assembly Member, is the chance to visit local 

schools, celebrating their success and watch-

ing their progress. I have visited a wide num-

ber of schools and hosted school visits to the 

Senedd. I am always impressed with the intel-

ligent and engaging questions that pupils ask 

me. Before the summer holidays began I had 

the oppor-

tunity to 

catch up 

with 

Headteach-

ers, teach-

ers and pupils about a range of topics. During 

the summer holidays four schools from the 

constituency took part in the ‘School Holiday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment Programme’. The Programme al-

lows pupils to have access to a good, free, 

meal over the holidays, see their classmates, 

and parents can get involved too. It was great 

to see the successes in Ninian Park, Meadow-

lane, Moorland and Baden Powell Primaries.  

Exam Results   

This has been another excellent year for ‘AS’ 

and ‘A’ level, Welsh Baccalaureate and GCSE 

results. We have seen some of the 'Best Ever 

Results' at St Cyres, Stanwell, Willows and St 

Illtyd's, with an improvement in achievement at 

Eastern High. Every school within the constitu-

ency has seen an increase in the number of pu-

pils achieving 5 or more A*-C grades, with a 

high percentage passing both Maths and Eng-

lish. I congratulate pupils for their success and 

every success for their future careers. I pay trib-

ute to all our teachers, parents and governors 

for their hard work in helping learners reach 

their full potential. 
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Cardiff South and Penarth 

News From the Assembly 
Amount Spent on Wales’ Disadvantaged 

Younger Pupils Set to Double 

The Welsh Labour Government has an-

nounced that the amount of money spent on 

the youngest disadvantaged pupils is set to 

double and there will be a £20 million boost to 

improve school standards. 

Over the Assembly term, £100 million will be 

invested to raise school standards. The 

measures include:  

 Investing more than £90 million in the Pupil 

Deprivation Grant, including doubling the sup-

port provided to disadvantaged pupils aged 

three and four. This will mean funding to sup-

port those eligible will jump from £300 to £600 

for the youngest learners eligible, this could 

benefit some 15,000 pupils. 

 £20 million to raise school standards. This 

is part of £100 million being invested by the 

Welsh Government over this Assembly term. 

 £30 million to support priorities within fur-

ther and higher education. 

 Investing £15 million to meet the pressures 

of maintaining the current student support 

package before the implementation of the 

changes recommended in the Diamond review. 

 More than £500 million as part of the 

Welsh Labour Government’s £2 billion 

21st Century school programme. 

People in Residential Care to Keep More of 

their Money 

The Welsh Government has recently an-

nouncement that from next year people in Car-

diff South and Penarth will be able to keep  

 

 

 

 

 

more of their money when in residential care. 

The Welsh Labour Government’s five year 

plan, “Taking Wales Forward” has committed 

to more than doubling the capital limit used in 

charging for residential social care, from 

£24,000 to £50,000. 

The new limit will be implemented in phases, 

starting with an increase to £30,000 from April 

next year. The decision to phase implementa-

tion reflects feedback from local authorities 

and care home providers and is designed to 

ensure they have sufficient time to adapt to the 

changes. It also takes into account independ-

ent research commissioned by the Welsh Gov-

ernment to obtain up to date costings for im-

plementing the change.  

There are 7,764 people aged over 65 in resi-

dential placements and 7,385 people in nurs-

ing placements in care homes in Wales (as at 

March 31st 2015). 

 30 Hours a Week Free Child Care Pilot    

Areas Announced 

I welcome the recent announcement by the 

Welsh Government of the six Local Authorities 

that have been chosen to work with the Gov-

ernment to pilot their new childcare offer. 

The Welsh Government will provide 30 hours 

of free early education and childcare to the 

working parents of three and four year olds  
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across Wales for 48 weeks of the year. The of-

fer is the most generous childcare offer for 

working parents in the UK. The projects will be 

piloted from September 2017 in specified loca-

tions within Gwynedd, Anglesey, Flintshire, 

Swansea, Blaenau Gwent and Rhondda Cynon 

Taf. This will help to reduce the strain on family 

income across Cardiff South and Penarth and 

help ensure childcare is not a barrier to parents 

getting a job or continuing to work.  

Foodbanks  

I have had the pleasure of being able to volun-

teer a few times at Tesco’s 

National Food Collection 

Scheme in Penarth. Our 

foodbanks do a fantastic job 

of supporting people who 

find themselves in a desper-

ate situation. They are an 

increasingly important service that is sadly 

needed by far too many people. 

First Splott Community Fete 

Recently I was privileged enough to open the 

first ever Splott Community Fete. The com-

munity thoroughly enjoyed the activities and 

displays which took place, from face-painting 

and tug-of-war, to food, drink and dance per-

formances. Events like this prove what a 

great community Splott can be, and I was de-

lighted to meet so many of the volunteers 

who made this possible. It was also great to 

meet the founder of the famous Inksplott 

blog!  

Active Eastern 

In August I visited Active Eastern (previously 

Eastern Leisure Centre) for the official open 

 

 

ing event. It was great to see the new and 

improved facilities 

there. I also heard 

about exercise clas-

ses which will be 

taking place for local 

constituents to get 

involved in physical activity, from water aero-

bics to spin classes.  

St Mellons Community Garden 

It was a pleasure to be invited back to St 

Mellons Community Garden to see the fan-

tastic progress the residents have made 

over the past year. This gave me the chance 

to speak to the residents about the work 

they had done in the gar-

den, as well as their 

plans for the future. I 

was given a tour around 

the different planters to 

see all the different fruit, 

vegetables and plants 

that were growing beau-

tifully. There was also 

very tasty food being cooked on the barbe-

cue which I thoroughly enjoyed! I’m very 

much looking forward to visiting again to see 

the garden go from strength to strength! 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

It was a pleasure to join the staff and custom-

ers at Curves gym in Penarth for their Mac-

millan Coffee Morning. We enjoyed hot drinks 

and plenty of tasty homemade cakes, all of 

which raised a great £58.75 for Macmillan  
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Cancer Support. Macmillan do some fantastic work to support cancer patients from living with 

their diagnosis to their post-treatment lives, also providing support to those around them.  

Small Business Saturday 

As part of 'Small Business Saturday' I have been out and about in 

Penarth visiting local small businesses to find out a little more about 

them. I spent some time with Karen and Leah at the Umpa Lumpa 

sweet shop. It was lovely to hear about how the shop goes out into 

the community, having pop-ups in residential homes and call-

centres, as well as at community events in the area.  

Upcoming Constituency Surgery Dates 

I will be  holding a series of advice surgeries around the constituency in the New Year. Here are 

some of the surgeries that my office has organized so far.  

Friday 24 Feb, St Mellons Hub, 11am-12noon 

Friday 17 March, Llanrumney Hub, 11am-12noon 

These are drop-in surgeries, so no appointment is necessary.  

Casework 

Since my re-election in May 2016 I have also been busy carrying out Casework with my staff to 

support my constituents in Cardiff South and Penarth.  

My Office has taken on 124 new cases, including 64 housing cases and 39 health cases, since 

May, with more coming in each day. 

If there is any feedback you would like to give, an issue you may need help to resolve or an 

event you would like me to attend, please get in touch using the details below. 

Ways to get in touch… 

Vaughan Gething AM 

National Assembly for Wales 

Ty Hywel 

Cardiff Bay 

CF99 1NA 

Web: vaughangething.co.uk 

Email: vaughan.Gething@assembly.wales  

Tel: 0300 200 7150 

What can we help with… 

We are able to support constituents with 

the following: 

 Health 

 Education 

 Housing 

 Environment 


