
 Monthly Report  
Just over 18 months ago the electorate went to the polls 

to decide whether or not we remain a member of the 

European Union. In a column I wrote on the day of the 

Referendum I asked residents of Cardiff South and 

Penarth to vote to remain in the EU, citing its role as a 

peace making project and the risks of leaving. For me, 

the advantages of being a member of the EU far out-

weighed the negatives. Despite residents in Cardiff and 

the Vale of Glamorgan voting in relatively large numbers 

to remain, the rest of the country felt differently. As a 

result, the UK is set to leave.   

A number of people have suffered from buyer’s remorse 

following the referendum result. The morning news the 

day after the vote was littered with vox pops of voters 

who said they hadn’t expected the UK to actually vote to 

leave and were merely registering a protest vote, or had-

n’t believed that the risks were real. It soon became ap-

parent to everyone that the £350million a week that was 

promised for the NHS was not going to materialise. We 

have seen real world investment choices – and jobs - 

being moved out of the UK as a result.  

It was only in December last year that EU leaders agreed 

that sufficient progress had been made in phase 1 of the 

Brexit negotiations with the EU to allow the talks to 

move onto phase 2. Reaching this agreement has taken 

longer than should have been necessary. We have all 

seen the lack clarity and realism from the UK Govern-

ment. The process has been a complete and utter sham-

bles, creating uncertainty for the businesses, jobs and 

public services. Health and social care are just 2 areas 

where EU nationals are leaving or not arriving in the 

numbers that we need. The uncertainty for EU nationals 

living in the UK and British citizens living abroad has now 

been largely resolved but they should never have been 

used as a bargaining chip in the first place.  

Our economic future is inextricably tied with being able 

to trade with the EU. That is why wELSH labour has fo-

cused on ensuring that we still have full and unfettered  

 

 

 

access to the Single Market and Customs Union. Some 

argue that staying in the single market does not respect 

the result of the referendum. Yet, it was Leave cam-

paigners themselves who promised that we could leave 

the EU without economic damage because we’d stay in 

the Single Market. Norway, is not an EU member and 

outside of the EU Customs but has near full and un-

fettered access to the Single Market through its mem-

bership of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) 

and the European Economic Area (EEA). Wales has 

attracted investment from hundreds of international 

companies on the basis of access to the single market. 

Failure to maintain full access, free of tariffs to trade 

post Brexit could make sustaining and securing invest-

ment more difficult. Brexiteers who now demand that 

we leave the Single Market & Customs Union are playing 

roulette with the jobs and economic future of communi-

ties that I represent. Crashing out the Single Market will 

see a wide range of tariffs introduced that will make it 

more expensive to trade with the EU. That will undoubt-

edly cost jobs and I will not support it.  

In response to the uncertainty the Welsh Labour Welsh 

Government last week announced £50million of funding 

to help prepare Wales for Brexit. The EU Transition Fund 

will be developed in partnership with Welsh businesses, 

public services and other key organisations to provide 

support as the UK prepares to leave the EU. It will pro-

vide a combination of financial support and loan funding 

for businesses. It is also designed to help employers re-

tain and continue to attract EU nationals, who make a 

crucial contribution to Wales. The fund will underline 

Wales’ welcome to people from other countries who 

have made Wales their home.  

I would be interested in hearing your views on the UK’s 

membership of the single market. You can write to me at 

Vaughan Gething AM, Room C201, National Assembly for 

Wales, Cardiff Bay CF99 1NA or by emailing 

vaughan.gething@assembly.wales. 
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Turf Cutting at Ysgol Hamadryad 

It was a pleasure to join Cllrs Huw Thomas, Sa-

rah Merry and Ashley Lister, and staff and pupils 

of Ysgol 

Hamadry-

ad, at the 

turf cut-

ting of 

their new 

site in Bu-

tetown. 

It's great 

to see a new school being built in the constitu 

ency, particularly as it offers a Welsh Medium 

option that is closer to home for many. I look for-

ward to visiting the current school in the New 

Year and to the new site on its opening.  

Defibrillator for Eastern High 

It was a great honour to join the Welsh Ambu-

lance Service Trust, staff and pupils at Eastern 

High 

school, 

and for-

mer pupil 

Shelley 

Johnson 

for CPR 

training 

recently. 

Shelley, a former pupil, raised £6,000 to buy six 

defibrillators and took the decision to donate one 

to her old school. Well done Shelley!  

Proposed Closure of Natwest Rumney 

Branch  

I was extremely disappointed by the recent an-

nouncement by Natwest Bank that it intends to 

close 20 branches across Wales, including the 

Rumney branch.  Natwest has said its decision 

 

 

 

to close the bank had to do with low and falling 

levels of use. It will be a blow to staff working at 

the branch. Last Friday I met with Natwest to 

discuss my concerns with the proposals espe-

cially the impact on businesses and residents 

who do not use online banking. 

First World War Steel Exhibition  

This week I attended the ‘First World War Steel 

remembered’ Exhibition at the Senedd. The ex-

hibition looks at the lives of the men who 

worked at the Orb Steelworks in Newport, those 

who went off to war and those who returned. 

The exhibition has been developed by Linc with 

funds from the Heritage Lottery Fund. It involved 

the community researching the history of the 

steelworks and the men who worked there. It 

was lovely to meet community groups from the 

constituency who had been involved in the exhi-

bition. 

   Consultation on Reasonable Punishment 

 The Welsh Government has recently an-

nounced a 12 week consultation on proposals 

to remove the defence of ‘reasonable punish-

ment’. At present it is against the law for a 

parent or carer to smack their child, except 

where this  amounts to ’reasonable punish-

ment’.  The consultation closes on 2nd April 

2018.  I know that this is a controversial issue 

but I urge everyone to submit their views. 

More information can be found at: https://

consultations.gov.wales/consultations/

legislative-proposal-remove-defence-

reasonable-punishment. 


