
The NHS has an emotional and practical status 

for the public that is hard to underestimate. It’s 

a point that is regularly made to me by local 

residents. Labour movement figures rightly 

claim it as one of our finest achievements. 

However, the Health Service faces unprece-

dented challenges with rising demand, expec-

tation and long term public health challenges. 

These are the same challenges every 

healthcare system in the developed world fac-

es. In addition, we face significant funding chal-

lenges as the UK Government continues to im-

pose an age of austerity.  

Despite all the challenges facing the health ser-

vice, a huge amount has been achieved over 

the last year. Recent reports, including those 

on Stroke and Mental Health show that NHS 

Wales is improving. Last week saw the publica-

tion of the Health Quality Indicators report fol-

lowing the recommendation of the Organisation 

for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD) review of performance across UK 

health services last year. The new report by 

government statisticians from England, Scot-

land, Northern Ireland and Wales highlights the 

quality of the healthcare system across the UK. 

The good news is that Wales compares well 

with the rest of the UK.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The figures show that on the quality of care 

Wales is doing as well as, and in a number of 

areas better than, other UK nations. The quali-

ty indicators report looked at 13 different are-

as of healthcare. In 8 of 13 quality areas we 

match the UK average. In 5 areas we differ 

from the UK average. In 1 area NHS Wales 

has ground to make up with the rest of the 

UK. However, in 4 areas we are better than 

the UK average. That objective view of NHS 

Wales quality performance should give staff 

and the public confidence and assurance that 

far from being a 2
nd

 class service compared to 

other UK nations Wales compares very well. 

The report paints an improving picture of the 

NHS in Wales. All this at a time when health 

and social care challenges are becoming more 

and more apparent. This underlines why we 

made different choices to England on how we 

fund and organise health and social care in 

Wales. I will not follow the Conservatives   
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and impose a top reorganisation of the NHS 

that soaks up money and attention on struc-

tures instead of improving patient care. We 

know that our NHS can’t stay as it is. We know 

that we need to make changes to the way we 

provide care to ensure that we have a health 

service capable of responding to the needs of 

the Welsh population now and in the future. I 

know that we will not accomplish this by privat-

ising our NHS as the UK Government is doing 

piece by piece in England. 

The published figures on quality provide us 

with a useful way of measuring and comparing 

the quality of health service provision across 

the UK. As the number of indicators increase 

over time we look forward to seeing how our 

NHS Wales continues to compare across the 

UK. Most importantly it helps us know where 

we can do better for the people of Wales.  

World Book Day at Grangetown Nursery 

On World Book Day this year I visited 

Grangetown Nursery. World Book Day is coor-

dinated by the 

Welsh Books 

Council and 

supported by 

the Welsh Gov-

ernment. The 

aim of the day 

is to encourage children to explore the pleas-

ures of books and reading. I had the pleasure 

of reading to pupils. Reading is a vital skill 

which we all need to get ahead in life - it is es-

sential that children are encouraged to read, 

and are introduced to the pleasure of reading,  

as early in life as possible. 

    

 

 

 

Community Jobs Compact 

Earlier this month I attended the launch of 

Community Jobs Compact at Ikea with Citi-

zens Cymru Wales and Sustain Wales. The 

Compact looks at recruitment practices, the 

quality of work and the real living wage. It 

was encouraging to see so many local busi-

nesses attend.   

Penarth Fire Station Visit 

I recently had the pleasure of touring Penarth 

Fire station.  I met with local staff and Chief 

Fire Officer Huw Jakeway, who told me about 

the ir various roles in promoting fire safety.  

Apart from 

visiting peo-

ple in their 

homes, fire 

officers also 

make regu-

lar visits to 

schools to educate children about the risks of 

fire and other dangers.  Promoting fire safety 

in a range of community settings is a signifi-

cant and successful part of their role. I am 

especially interested in the developing part-

nership between the fire service  health and 

care services to help people with their gen-

eral wellbeing as well as emergency care. 
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An Afternoon in the Life of a District Nurse 

It was a pleasure to spend the afternoon meet-

ing people and making house calls with the Dis-

trict Nurse team  based at Rumney Primary 

Care Cen-

tre. I ac-

companied 

District 

Nurse 

Nicky 

Hughes to 

patients 

homes to see up close the vital work that district 

nurses do every day. The district nursing ser-

vice provides care and services to patients with-

in their home environment working closely with 

GPs, health professionals and carers to improve 

and maintain health, and promote independ-

ence. The £95million funding I announced re-

cently to train more health care professions will 

directly benefit our district nurses.  

World Book Day 

To celebrate World Book Day I visited 

Grangetown Nursery School.  Whilst there I had 

the opportunity to the Headteacher Jan Comrie, 

staff, parents and pupils. There were parents 

making love spoons out of sourdough with their 

children and I had the pleasure of reading two 

stories to the chil-

dren. I then had a 

chance to speak 

to Jan about the 

progress the 

school is making, 

their use of the 

PDG, parental engagement and their future link 

with play services.  

End of Right to Buy 

I welcome proposed legislation to end the 

Right to Buy in my constituency and across 

Wales. The Bill aims to protect the Welsh stock 

of social housing from further reduction, ensur-

ing it is available to provide safe, secure and 

affordable housing for people who are unable 

to take advantage of the housing market to buy 

or rent a home. 

The Right to Buy and Right to Acquire initia-

tives, which were introduced by the Tories, 

have resulted in the loss of over 138,000 

homes from the social housing sector.  

 

The Bill will provide for the Right to Buy, the 

Preserved Right to Buy and the Right to Ac-

quire for tenants of local authorities and regis-

tered social landlords to be abolished after a 

period of at least one year following Royal As-

sent. 

The loss of such a significant amount of social 

housing has led to real problems in this com-

munity. Constituents often come to me after 

receiving eviction notices from private land-

lords saying they have been waiting for social 

housing for many years. I am proud that the 

Welsh Labour Government is moving to protect 

social housing in my constituency.  

New Website  - Coming Soon! 

My new website will be launched in the coming 

days. It will have a gallery, all my reports and 

Penarth Times Columns and Senedd Tv clips 

will be available online. I’ll keep you updated.  
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