Vaughan Gething AM
My Summer Report To You

Dear Neighbour,

website: www.vaughangething.wales

It’s been a busy but rewarding couple of

If you need my help then please do not

months for me working as your Assem-

hesitate to contact my office on 0300

bly Member.

200 7150.

Over the last couple of months I have

Issues that I am able to help constitu-

continued to represent you in the

ents with include health; education;

Assembly and taken part in a wide range

housing; transport; environment and lo-

of community events. I hope what fol-

cal services.

lows in this report will give you a taste of

I will continue to work with our local

what I’ve been doing as your local AM
for the last few months.

Councillors and MP to serve the people
of Cardiff South and Penarth.

In this report I’ve shared some of the

key events of the last six months, but
you can always keep up to date on my

vaughangething.wales
vaughan.gething@assembly.wales

Constituency News
Merchant Navy Memorial Service

which helped to raise £6000. Another defibrilla-

I was privileged to attend the Merchant Navy Memorial Service and to lay a wreath on behalf of
the First Minister. I was pleased to speak to veterans about their experiences in the merchant Navy. Their stories

are

re-

markable and
too easily forgotten or taken for grant-

tor has been donated to Eastern High School. A
defibrillator is a
device that gives a
high energy elec-

tric shock to the
heart through the
chest

wall

someone who is
in cardiac arrest. It’s an essential life saving step
in the chain of survival.

ed. Their sacrifice, loss and victory all helped to ensure that
our country enjoys freedom and democracy today.

to

Success for St Illtyd’s Pupils
I recently visited St Illtyd’s Catholic High School
to hear pupils Ffion, Emily, Holly and Lauren,
give their presentation on Keep Wales Tidy. The

I recently met with members of the Arab, Somali

girls

and Yemeni communities to hear about the Horn

about

Development Association’s (HAD) ‘Heroes of the

they connect-

Sea’ project. Staff and volunteers at HAD have re-

ed with the

searched the history of the Arab and Somali Mer-

charity,

their

chant seamen who lost their lives during the first

passion

for

and second world wars. It’s a really fascinating

the

project, so much history but it also tells us so

ment and all

much about who we are today and our future.

the effort they put into raising awareness of the

The group would like to present it to the Assem-

work the charity does. As part of the First

bly and I look forward to working with them to

Give programme the girls have won £1000 for

make sure that the project has a place here with-

Keep Wales Tidy which will be used to support

in the National Assembly Estate.

the Eco-Schools Programme and purchase litter-

Defibrillator for Boxing Club

spoke
why

environ-

picking equipment for volunteers.
Linc Cymru Housing Visit

It was a pleasure to visit Llanrumney Phoenix
Boxing Club to witness the official handover of a

I recently visited Linc Cymru and met with resi-

defibrillator to the Club. The Public Access Defib-

dents from St Mellons to listen to their experi-

rillator (PAD) has been donated to the Club by

ences of being tenants. I was pleased that Car-

local resident Shelley Johnson. The defibrillator is

diff and Vale Credit Union were able to accom-

one of 6 that has been purchased through a se-

pany me to the visit to talk to tenants and offer

ries of fundraising events organised by Shelley,

savings and debt advice. It was very interesting

.

Constituency News
to hear about the continuing success of their your donation is needed.
community projects,
many

of

which

I

have visited. Following my visit I had the

pleasure of welcoming tenants to the
Senedd for a tour of the building. If you would
like to visit the Senedd then please get in touch
with my office.
Royal College of Nursing Congress 2018
Over the weekend in my role as Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Services I attended the
Royal College of Nursing Congress in Belfast. It
was a fantastic opportunity to pay tribute to
nurses across the country and to promote Wales
as a fantastic place to Train.Work.Live. It was a
pleasure to meet and talk with nurses from
across the constituency.
International Day of Charity

Brexit
Since my last report on Brexit we know more
about the implications of leaving and it isn’t

good. Nobody discussed the prospect of food or
medicine shortages back in 2016 and now the
UK Government is urging us to be ready for both
in the event of a no-deal crash out. In 2016 we
were promised we’d be getting an extra £350m a
week for the NHS, while we now know we’ll be
paying a divorce bill of at least £37bn between
now and 2064.
But because I respect the result of the referen-

dum I do not think we can just halt the Brexit
process. People voted to instruct the UK government to negotiate a deal on Brexit and they
should be getting on with that – but they should
also know that we, the people, expect to have
the vote on the final deal. That’s why I’m supporting a People’s Vote.

The International Day of Charity falls on September 5th and this year I visited Oasis in Splott. Fol-

lowing a visit earlier in
the year, I once again had
the pleasure of visiting
this brilliant charity in my
constituency that works
to support refugees to
rebuild their lives here.
On my previous visit I
was told that the charity

was in urgent need of
men’s shirts in sizes small and medium as well as
shoes and suitcases. I was pleased to be able to
donate a number of items on the day. If you have
any items that that you think may be needed
please give Oasis a ring just to check that

Volunteers Week 2018
I recently volunteered at the Marie Curie shop
on Windsor Road Penarth. I was able to help
with sorting through donations and serving customers. It was fantastic to meet hardworking
staff and volunteers and the
Manager, Penny

Attwell.

Shops are calling out for pre-

loved women’s
clothing

and

accessories . A list of urgently needed items can
be found at:

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/

local/charity-shops.

News from the Assembly
New Wales and Border Rail Franchise
In June it was announced that the new Wales
and Border rail franchise would include the creation and running of the £738 million South
Wales Metro. The new franchise operators, Keo-

lisAmey, have pledged to spend £800million on
new trains and to
increase capacity
by

two

Sunday

thirds.
services

will also be increased, creating
a true seven day a week service. It has also announced £194million to modernise Wales’ 247

stations and four new Cardiff light rail stations
as part of the South Wales Metro. This is fantastic news for my constituency, with new trains,

ble way of delivering health and care in Wales,
one that delivers high quality services now and
can continue to do so for future generations.
The plan sets out a long term future vision of a
whole system approach to health and social

car’. The plan takes us toward one health and
social care system, throughout which people
receive joined-up, quality care planned to meet
their individual needs, delivered closer to home.
The plan will be underpinned by the £100m
Transformation fund. This will ensure that
change happens quickly, and with purpose. No
other UK country is in this position. We are the
first to have a long term plan for health and so-

cial care. There is no forward health plan in England – let alone a Health and Social Care Plan.
Ground-breaking Childcare Pilot

services and stations, two of which will be in the I welcome the announcement that Cardiff Counconstituency. Investment in our rail network will cil is set to pilot the Welsh Government’s new
have enormous benefits for my constituency ground-breaking childcare
and the wider South Wales region. Good scheme was introduced

offer.

The

pilot

this month in
transport links are a major factor that deter- Grangetown, Butetown, Splott and Llanrumney .
mines whether business will invest in creating It will provide 30 hours of Welsh Government-

jobs. This project is a vital component in secur- funded early education and childcare to working Wales’ economic future.
ing parents of 3 and 4 year olds for 48 weeks of
Long Term Plan for Health and Social Care
I recently launched the Welsh Government’s
long term plan for Health
and Social Care. The plan is
in response to the agreed
cross party review of health

and social care here in
Wales. It was established in
recognition of the need to
take robust decisions if we
are to secure the sustaina-

the year. It consists of a combination of the existing Foundation Phase Nursery (FPN) provision
open to all three and four-year-olds and additional funded childcare for eligible families. This
is great news for parents in Grangetown, Butetown, Splott and Llanrumney. This innovative
childcare offer will make a real difference to
parents right across Wales, reducing the strain
on family income and helping ensure childcare
is not a barrier to them taking up employment
or increasing their hours.

